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To ecountless millionas of our enuntrymen, the name of ﬁF-IQ_gj_

Suani Dayanand Sarpasuati, nee Déyaram Muls hankar or "Muljiv,
ozcupiss the same place as Manatma Zandhi dees in the hiskory

nof modern India. His 1ife and his life's work Formed thm
ingpiratian beshind a very larae nart of Ehe cﬁﬂcsgt and framswark

of free India -- one that cama into bsing 2lmost seven decadas
atar hias death.,.

Much has heen said and written about Swamiji in the nast
cantury and much more will be forthcoming during his
contenary year. I an adding to this not mer=sly a= a life<long,
|desvout belisver in his teachings, but also because of an sver-

\growing urgency, Swvamiji's vision o” 2 resurgsnt, free, united
and dynamic India, which was a model for the Founding fathars of
our republic, has faded away within thres decades of its hirth,
|It is my firm belief that now, mare than sver, we must look back
ia: Swamiji's legacy to understand why and wvhere wve Jent wronge.

Prominent among Swamiji's many-faceted achisvements was hie
gift of a cultural and organisational basia to our nationalist
aspirations, This was bscause Swamiji's boundless enargy and
sharp intellect were directed not in the search of individual
moksha (salvation) but totally towards the uhysical, moral,
material and religlous upliftment of his fellow men.

OF the long line of saints and reformers, he uaa fha firast
ta throw the donra o Hnﬁhj’bharana wide onan For tha&n H;ndns,
—Unna—ETﬂBEﬂ~hiih§¢L:_ Higs nresanca and hi!
preachings ended the days when a Hindu f3lt ashamed of his
raligion and many sought sclace in Christianity or Islam. Cutting
through the later—day omcversiona and distortions in Hinduiam as
it was practised, he gave the resounding slogan — "Dack to the
Vedas", This was tne bedrock of all his religious and social
raforms, The VYeda being the wisdom of God, is 3vatach=pramana
fﬁaulng its Full lpgical justification within igﬂslfl and is
thasrefore the touchstone of all btirth or life. Qith this troth,
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he want on to pronounce a severe indictmant of contemoorary

Hinduism, A large part of his Satyarth Prakash is a critique

of Hinduism dealing with caste based on hirth, idnal wunrshin,
miracles, piligrimages, exnlniting nriests, holym=n, rituals,

sects, ete. In it all, he had anly tu~ basie criteria for judgemsnt :
"the suord of logie and the ktouchstone of merality", Summarized

in a couple of -ages entitled "Aryavata is Full OF Darkness", his

harsh criticiem hjte out at the innumerable rituals and social
practices of Hinduiam declaring as worthless the vast comulsx of
idol and temple worshio, pilgrimages, sectarian and superstitious
rites attached to thesa,

He bitterly denounced the casts systam with its countless

' taboos and privileges and exposed ite mal-cractices in private

and publiec life. By acknowledging merit alone as the criteris of
superiority (Brahminhood) and net birth, he sought to solva the

nroblem of social inmequality which had been the causs of our
reopgated oolitical subjugations and is even today, when we have
anshrined his beliefs into our Constitution, eating into the very
vitals of our nation's life,

_ In his view of ths dimi ideal socisly, the Varna classificatlion
by qualitiss and merit must replace demarcation into castes
determined by birth. Th=2 allocation of Varna should be mads

by the sWstate, after due examinatinn of the graduvatass From

schoals.

Alcng with demolitbon of the caste system based on the
concept of high and low by birth, he laid maximum emnhasis on
education. In Fact he devoted the entire second and third
chapters of the 3atyarth Prakash tn the subject. His herculean
efforte in the direction of educational reforms by fPar nutadistanced
his time. He revised tne long forgottan ideal of gurukul,
wvhere the childran of high and low may pursue their studies on
!aquul footing, away from the corrupting influences of towun life
iand bleased by the loving parsonal toueh of tha teacher,
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In a plea for the comnulasnry education of all four
classes (including the Shudras who must slso be taught the
vedas like everyons slse) of men and women, ha warned that
untill all were educated there was no hope For prosperity and
happiness in the country. A pionser in the Pield of egual education
for women, he specificelly believed that evan the happiness of

a merried life depended on both nusband and wife being sducatad,

He championed the causs of wnmen and esnnuscsd For her
anual ringhts with man., Here anain, he was fPar ahead of his timee.
He propogated monogramy for men and was agalnst a girl marrying
bafore she was at loast 15 years old. In fact he Pelt it was
better if 2 girl remained in her fether's home thafymarried to a
worthless man, He was against marriage without full and orior consent
of both partnasrs. He repealedly stressed that the firm Poundation
of a happy home was mutual affection and shared responsibilities,
He reminded his followers to remember the Golden Vedic Agra
AjJe when women fully participatad in all ar=sas of publie life,

Swamiji was amongst the very first to recognise, with tha

eys of a soger, in Hindi the future lingua franca of India, Hindi

had nevar b=en an elitist or court lanquage, Yet i{ was thes spoken
languaged of an overwhelming majority of ordinary Indians and

he correctly forsaw that it could be the only language which could
replace English In a frese anc unlted India. Hailing as he did

from tha princely state of Morvi in Gujarat, his mother tongus

was [Lujarati but he taught hims=1lf Hindi and later on insistad

on uriting his magnum opus in that languagea. And this was inspite
of the Pact that Sanskrit was tha medium therBugh which he

raceived most of his faormal edumation. In faet, annther sign of
his genius was the wvast improvemant in his written Hindi as ean

be se=n from his early pamphlets as compared te the highly

sanskritised Hindi in a elear and fluent sbyle in which he ecompleted

his last work, Ved Ohashya,

He gave the learning of Hindi & primary place in all
aducatinn, A small axample of this coupled with his deep-rootad
syadeshi character is illustrated hy his advies to the Maharajah
of Jodhpur on the eroun Prince's education. Residas nthar issuas
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he soecifically urote to say that thz prinece should be taught
Sanskrit and Hindi first and English nnly afteruards,

In many ways, the most vital aspect of the Suamijies life
wae the strong orotest he lodged zqgainst the prevailing belief
that this world is an evil thing to be shunnad, and 2gainst
the indifference towards society while seeking moksha (salvation)

's oun 3elf, He pointed out £49is passive acceotance of

for aone
life, this individualistic tendency, coupled wiih caste was the

real causs of the degeneration of our society. In fact, Swamiji

was a man of acbiong.of morality concerned with the present and

the Puture out of a deep understanding of the richness of the ancient
past, It has besn said of him that he waded through knowledge to

achiave sainthood,

His 1life and its quality, both on a small oparsonal leval
as wall as the wast historical perspective, show his trua mettla.
Although w2 eall him Mabarishi, he diasclaimed avan the rishi's
title in his 1life time. Although ten decades later nn nne can doubt
his propheciss, he vehemently diaseclaimed the deseription of a
prophet. Although soma nuer=enthusiastie fallowars aseribed tn
him a new kruth or religion, he in his life tima never failed tn
remind them on eavaery oecasion that he was merely preaching the
truth,enshrined in the most ancient of literatures == the iaras,

J p
While dogmatists today argue over the imffallibility of his

it —
spcken or urittesn word, he himsslf spscifically gave liberty of -
thought and of deveclopmemt to his followers as any raader of :
the rulss of the Arya Samaj will find for himself, Yek, in a
society .opposed to thase virtues he wae a Pighter of apie I

orcportions, There was no yislding in his character — no sxpediancy

ar sycophancy or compromisss —— in life and with his beliofs,
Above all, for the gresat Hindu raformeor that he wae, his life

anc his teachings portray the true secularism of our ancient 1

civilisation,
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When he criticised, the sharp blade of his légic cutting
across all human prejudices touched the entire human race == Hindus,
Christians, Muslims, et al, He criticised and battled against
principles and nsver personalities, It is not surnrisinc, therafors,
that prominznt man of other religions oftsn invited Swamiji to
deliver sermons in their places of worshio, His deep oersonal
Friendships wi:zn lasadegs of other raliqinwaﬁﬁég legion,

In fact Suamiji himself was fond of repsating tha parable
abnut an assambly of a thousand faiths, A king separching fFor the

i

true religion asks esach preachar raprasenting his Faith at the
assembly what their raligion consists of, He gets a thousand
contradictory repliss and decides none is warthy because there
are 999 witnesses to the Ffalsehood of sach. A rezal sage then
asked tha king tn find out bLhe basic points on which thay all
agraed, These were truth, knowl3dge and a moral life. That, said
the sage, i% tha only trus religion.

I elaborats on this commen knouladgs about Suamiji for a
| sgimple reason. I want to prod the roader to e look 2t Suwamiji's
1ife and sgs how far adrift we have becoms. DOf all the anints T
have enumerated sarlisr, have ws been able to schiazve any one nf

|them ?

Have we bzsn abls £o banish the debilitating caate Factor

' from our life 7 Do we accord women an equal status in our lives 7

Do we act arjainst social injustices and not acespt them as an
ayil necessity of an unreal world 7 Hawve ve made squal asducation
a birth right of all children rather than on the basis of casta

and rlazs 7

[ In this connection, I am remindad of the mess we have mace

of Hindi as our Lingua franca or of ficial lannuane at the national
tIaual. Nothing will illustrate the sorry state of affaire today

|
|than the Following.

[n 1837 the Indian Govarrmrmant had declarad that the official

language in the United Prnuinnﬂa vould ba Urdu written in tha

persian script., During the 18602 a movemant had gradually built
up in favour of raplacing it by Hindi in Devanagari script. The
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reason= wzre simple Lhen as they are today. Howsvar, whan Urdu

was reclaced by Hindi as the official lamguage of 9ihar in 1881,
it gave an impetus to the movement in Uttar Pradesh, Soon Swamiiji
had thrown the waight of his influence behind the mouemant in
supoort of Hiddi. As a result of his tiralass nFFnrts;ahnut 293
memorials uvare submiktad by the Arya Samaj ko the Govarnnant in
this regard. Swamiji's supnort Por Hindi was based on his
recognition af the vital necessity aof a uniPyving language. The
decisivensss with which he adhercd to hiszs principles and ballgF%
can be seon from the way hes oersistently refused ta havs his major
writings translated ints English, Urdu and other Indian languages
because that would discourage the learning of Hindi, In raug often,
when questionned as ko when India would becone great, he would

reply, "when there is unity of dharma, lznguags and objectives,"

Yet ELaday not only are wa still ditharing ovar tha aquestion
of having HieAdi as our linjua franca, but we are stenning backuards
into osowepful lingual chauvinism.

It is in iﬂfh gloomy surroundings that the =axample of
&
Swamlji stancs as a firm beacon showing the way For thoss who care
to ssa it and have cnurage of conviction requirad to Ffollow 1t,
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