1987 06 01 Tributes to Charan Singh by Prof JD Sethi
(Delhi School of Economics) and HN Bahuguna

Prof JD Sethi- | know Charan singh since 1977’, | had long serious prolong discussion in all almost
every aspect in which | and he was interested. He was a very simple, very affectionate, very kindly
man, who could also entertain serious prodigious, if he did not like the man. He was a man of
strong likes and dislikes. What i was most impressed was about his intellectual capability and the
strength of his argument in respect of field of analysis that he has chosen to concentrate on,
namely agriculture and reorganisation of rural society. That is probably why he stood up to Nehru
and expose the plan, which at that time was fashionable with the Indian intellectuals. He pointed
out the internal contradictions of the plan, not only in its neglect effects in agriculture but almost
its really declaring war in the rural society. He became popular with the peasant masses. And on
the strength of that, he rethought his ideas, refashioned his ideas to make them more concise and
precise and relevant. His contribution to thinking about agriculture will remain lasting but | think
more important, if Indian rural side which is now conventional, if it is to be really brought to peace
and balance development you cannot really know the idea of Charan Singh.

In general, | would say he was a man of noble ideas, simple living, believer in Gandhian values
nonetheless politically very naive and a man entertaining Hispanic delusions | would say.

As | mentioned earlier, the focus of Mr. Charan Singh’s thought on the rural economy, almost
entirely on rural economy, which to some extent [unclear] his vision. But at the same time, his
contribution was enormous in trying to focus on the neglected problems of the rural economy.
First of all, he introduced land reforms in his own state of Uttar Pradesh and which became as a
model of all those areas where zamindari system was established by the British. Subsequently his
approach became controversial because some people called him the leader of the kulaks.

In fact, if we see in the year 1987, a total picture emerges with the rural peasantry in which the
medium size agriculture producer - the entrepreneur producer really dominates. It is the
producing class; it is the surplus creating class- the surplus is not being generated either by the
small farmers or by very large farmers it being really concentrated in the hands of the medium
peasants. And Charan Singh was really representing the ideology and philosophy of that class. He
was no Kulak in that sense.

Where he probably stopped and should not have stopped was to link the development in the rural
areas with the rest of the sectors of the economy. He was less careful about this and the result was
that he kept on hammering on the subject of the rural urban dichotomy. He might have become
popular with the rural masses but he became very unpopular with the urban masses- urban
people rather the urban intellectuals. He did not see to it that the new peasantry was careful in
trying to built an alliance with people below them. The bashing of the harijans by both the upper
classes of the peasantry and the non-peasantry is something which we should be ashamed of. It as
block on Indian development.

Now what happened as a sum total of this picture was that the middle peasantry has become the
powerful critical and economic force today. Just as the modern day declared war in the rural areas.
Today the peasantries declined war on the state. It is demeaning electricity at cheap rates. It is



wanting irrigation at cheap rates; it is wanting fertilizers at cheap rates. It is wanting everything
below caste. At the same time remunerative prices.

Now, unless method is adopted by political leaders by means of which this power is coopted into
the new economic system and their balance is redressed between agricultural industry and other
sectors. | am afraid we are facing a very serious crisis in the next phase of Indian economic
development. And it is here, where | think the ideas of Charan Singh should be understood by
those who have not taken seriously- the rise of the new peasant power. It's here that Charan
Singh’s ideas and contradictions become relevant. He was unable to see the other side. And as an
example, | give you an anecdote- once | have written an article about the rise of the peasant power
in Indian in early 80's. He met me while walking in the Lodhi gardens. He was with his family and
he stopped me and asked me, why did | write the phrase- “if Charan Singh had been little more
than parish pump politician, he would have brought revolution in India through the peasant power.
He said why did he called him parish pump politician. He added rather retwitch in his eye about
which people know. He did not know the meaning of the word- parish pump politician and he
called for the oxford dictionary and it was written there narrow minded. Why did | call him narrow
minded. Well, | explain to him that it wasn’t the idea wasn’t narrow mindedness, the idea was
narrow forks. That he was only focusing on one aspect, one region. And to some aspect one
section of the society. Well, | explain to him what | meant, | don’t know he was convinced or not
but that was his contradiction that he could not see beyond his focus on the rural economy.

Now, the other side of the picture is that the rural urban dichotomy is to be broken. Then the new
plans have to be taken into account. What was there in the Charan Singh moto and what was not
there in the moto. And we have to combine the two to make as the basis of the foundations of a
new society. There is the additional point, Charan Singh had an enormous compassion for the poor.
Not with standing people saying that he was anti-harijans. | did not find him like that. | had long
discussions with him. The only thing is that he could not discover the relationship between the
policies of agriculture and the need for protecting the harijans. He used to ask me to how to build
two policies together. May be my answers were imperfect, we did not get a final answer to that
question. But | am sure it is possible to built a new model on it.

As | said earlier, he was a very simple man and | give you an anecdote about it about his simplicity.
One day we were discussing, something | don’'t remember about and he asked me to stay for
lunch. At the lunch table it he was he himself, his wife and I. And servants served the food. It was
served on a small stainless-steel plate. On lentil soup, one vegetable, chapatis, That was all. And he
asked his wife, when we were about to eat, couldn’t you get a bigger plate, there is a guest in the
house. And his wife replied there is one big plate in the house, either | can give it to you or to him,
make up your mind.
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on someone or the other, due to which his personality would come out on top. The system was
such that if there was talent in the personality, it could come out on top. Chaudhary Charan Singh
is a part of that era. The part that Chaudhary Charan Singh ji took in his freedom struggle, and rose
above casteism and created a new society, and the inspiration he took from Arya Samaj, the
inspiration he took from Bapu. Along with inspiration, he himself, the poverty and the simple
family in which he was born in the village, its effect remained on him throughout his life. He has
seen the poverty of the village since birth, not from books. He had seen the poverty of the village
with his own eyes, he had seen their questions with his own eyes. The man irrigating the field in
the cold of the rain, the farmer walking in the mud of the rain, the farmer with an empty stomach
and half naked Bandan, and the poor labourer working with him. And the country is also trapped
in poverty. Chaudhary sahab had seen it with new eyes from books, that is why he was always lost
in its pain. After the Swaraj movement, Chaudhary Charan Singh showed his talent in the District
Board, in the UP Assembly, as a minister in the Parliament. Many people have different opinions
about him, but those who know him know that he has made a tremendous contribution in making
the land reform law of Uttar Pradesh and in making the landless people prosperous. His
contribution also includes the fact that he has to maintain discipline and fulfil the responsibilities
of his ministerial post without any friendship or enmity. His responsibility towards the legislation,
towards the Constitution, towards his duties has been very high. | remember that if anyone
watches his assembly debates, | remember that his knowledge, his experience, and his century are
always visible. Organization power was also the advice of Chaudhary sahab. The way the UP party
general secretary promoted him from the register, and the way Chaudhary sahab listened to it, |
had put forward a proposal that 50% of the government jobs will be given to people who are born
in villages, and are not from the same caste. Two important things were said to me at that time
itself - one, if the participation of the people of the villages in this system is complete, then the
qguestions of the villages, the questions of the real India will not go away by seeing and reading
books. My understanding says, | say it even today, that the education of this world has influenced
so much that the children's connection with the real India has been broken - and is breaking. And
as Chaudhary sahab got this post, the work increased, he tried to spread his ideas on a wider scale.
Many people thought that he only talks about villages, farmers. Whom did Gandhi talk about, for
years Sir Gandhi used to talk only about Harijans. Chaudhary Charan Singh did not talk about
villages, he was afraid of anyone else. The real question is that if the government improves, the
leaves will fall, fruits will grow and the country will prosper. This is related to some special
incidents in Chaudhary sahab's life, | know that when he was in the District Board, he was the
Deputy Speaker in Meerut District Board, one of his officers tried to make a wrong bill of his,
Chaudhary sahab did not punish us but got the officer punished, rather the officers got a new
experience that those who are soldiers of Gandhiji's freedom struggle, those who fight for Swaraj,
how much integrity they have and how much they want to follow the truth, it makes a huge
impact. And that impact was created throughout my life, in whichever gathering | went to, |
remember once our big leader from Uttar Pradesh, Sardar Joginder Singh, who later became
Governor, was a banker from the state, from active politics as well as from administration. Once he
recommended a forest ranger to him, Chaudhary Sahab immediately removed him, not because
his friendship with Sardar Joginder Singh was new, Bada Bhai used to say, but my soldiers are
service people, they are my people, | can understand their joys and sorrows. | have faith in the
meaning of going to the boss. | think that Chaudhary sahab’s administration was true too. His
talent spread throughout the country, he had an amazing influence, | can say, | have not found



such personal influence in any other politician. | know of two occasions, when | said just this much
to him in an election rally, told a man who was earlier in his circle, and ran away after committing a
theft, said that see, | am telling you just this much, you have to punish a man like this, everyone
said yes. Father, what punishment will you give. Chaudhary Sahab said | will tell you - you have to
snatch his bail, will you do it, yes, he raised his hand and left. This is a story of the 80s, it is from an
area of Ghazipur district. Such an incident happened in Agra in one month, a person was not given
a ticket, later people said that he drinks alcohol, Chaudhary Sahab found out that this is true.
Chaudhary Dhari Sahab declared the election in a gathering of lakhs of people- that brother | made
a mistake, | gave ticket to the wrong person. Now he told them that my symbol is the new one
which is the symbol of my party, there he met a good person and he said that my symbol is now a
horse, even the farmer who ploughs the field was stolen just because it was known that his
candidate loves alcohol and loitering. Clean life, high character, simplicity, Chaudhary Sahab is
talking about these big things, which are being discovered all over the country today. Our change
which has been cursed in politics, our economic condition which is big, the laxity in our practical
service, Chaudhary Sahab from man We get some light from the life of the Prime Minister. And |
believe that such people who were born in the Gandhi era, their money has almost ended, change
has come, something else of a kind which the current Prime Minister once called the ruling parties,
our only wish is that in this change, politics like Chaudhary Sahab and his politics and his praise
should rise again.
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