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As we saw in 8A, the quastion of who were the Scheduled
Casteswuas dobatad and roughly, settled befors Indepandenceuithin
tho exeoutiva and without the participation of ths courtse b
But uho are tho Backusrd Classes is a post-Indenesdence questio
which tho constitutional ro~gognition of ths catagsry made
one of all=Indin arcopa. T Conatitution iaft tho matter
with tho exacutive at the state leval with zn optlon
For tho Cantra o unify it., Whon the sxacutive at tho centrs
Pirst Pailed and then deolinad &t provide a rssolution, the
e question rovarted to the states, In the waka of the Janata
victory in tha 1977 eloations, ths Baackuaprd B8lasses raturned
to the national pulitical agonda, Pursuant to its slecteral
promise, ths Jamata Government appolntad a new Hagkward Glassus
Commission in Fehpuany 1978, * Northern state governments
undar Janata nontral subatantially onlargsd the orefsrances
for Other Dackward Classes, leadin) to massive vielence in
Bihar, In its deslining days, the Janats carcetakep governnent
cana £n closs to instituting job reservations for Backward Classes

in central gavermment service,
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#The 1977 elvaticn manifesto of the Jonata pa alled
for an end Lo caske distinctions agd promiagdrg e°

establishment of an {ndepsndent and autonomous givil

rights cammissian "compatent ¢

schedulsd pastes and tribes, a:dagstg:: g::&uggg gig::’lgima.

do not suffer fronm dissrimination or innquallty "

’{t promised a radigal raduation of disparitigs f,

polioy of spaecial troatment™ in Pavour of tn Moy

"P our soclaty," In connaction with the alan oioF sectic

preferantial opsortunities Por oduoatio"fﬂviﬂl'ﬂ of

g:xghgse ssctions® mm!tvwnuauma:ﬂ}g Self=smploynant

o :p:::gg;:ggaxtto;resawa betusen 25 an: 33.:'"2;:“"'"““
' 8 to Govarnment : srcent of

Service Por the backwaprd



*The new Pive-membar oommiscion was entablished in
Decembar 1978 under the chairmanship of 0.,P, Mandal
MePe and instructed to report by the and of 1979,
Its terms of reference, reminisgent of those of &
the 1953-55 Bagkward ciasaaa'cammiaaian (1 8Cc 2)
with the addition of a specific inquiry about
raservatfon of government posts, were (i) "to determins
the criteria Por defining t he soedally and aducationally
backward classesy (i) to racommend steps to bs
cationally

taken for tha advancement of tho sopially and edu

backward classes of citizen 80 fdentifiady (1ii) to
82 af making provision

examine tha desirability or stherui
for the ressrvation of appaintmants nst
of such hagkuapd classas af citizans uhich are nat

inadsquately'rsarsssntsd in the services aP both the |
Central and State Governme nt/uUnisn Tarritory Administrpationss
? t the fasts as found

and (iv) present a poport satiting ou
By thex znd making such recommendatisns as thay think
propers™ iihan asked under what authority this Cemmission
vas_oonstituted, the Minister of State Por Homs Affairs
replisd that it was “gonstituted undar Aptisle 340 of
the Constitutien® IRSD vel, 107, No. 23, cols, 171=73
(21 Dac, 1978)}, 2RSS |

wRIE 15 renartad that a fau weeks befors the 1380 alactions,
the cealition govarnment haadad by Charan Singh gropesed
arnnant johs for Backwaed Classes,

to reserve 25% contral gov _ |
This proposal was droppad after tha resident sbisated

that it violated an agrasasment that tha oarataker
govarnm nt would pefpain From taking pelicy decisions
which might amount &o alsctopal initiatives {Overseas

Hindustan Timas? Des, 27y 1979).




